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County Board Unanimously Approves Resolution to Protect Parks
At Least 43 Lack Designated Zoning as Parkland; Measure Moves to Avoid Sale by Executive

The Milwaukee County Board today unanimously approved a resolution that supports the protection of
Milwaukee County parks and parkland, and opposes the sale of any parks lacking the designated zoning as
parkland, rezoning them to protect them from sale. The resolution also requests the Parks Department and
Corporation Counsel to seek immediate parkland rezoning of identified park properties.

“It is incredible that there could be so many County parks and so much parkland that is unprotected due to state
legislation requested by the County Executive,” said Chairman Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., author of the resolution
along with Supervisors Steve F. Taylor, Gerry Broderick, Patricia Jursik, Marina Dimitrijevic, Peggy Romo West,
Eddie Cullen, Supreme Moore Omokunde, Willie Johnson, Jr., and Jason Haas. “The Board’s action today seeks
to protect this land from sale and development. We need to protect the County’s ‘emerald necklace’ of parks from
the whims of a County Executive who does not value them.”

Act 55, a state law which grants the County Executive authority to sell any land that is not zoned as parkland,
included a provision to authorize the Executive to sell the land without a public process or legislative oversight.
The Executive sought the authority in connection with the sale of Park East land to the Milwaukee Bucks for $1.

“We are now discovering the implications of Act 55, and it places many of our parks and parkland in jeopardy,”
Lipscomb said. “People were shocked to find that parks such as Red Arrow, Cathedral Square or Pere Marquette
might be sold to developers without any public input.

“Our parks are a valued part of Milwaukee County’s heritage, and it is unbelievable that the Executive could put
them at risk of development.”

The resolution was amended to request protection for other land controlled by the Parks Department, including
agricultural, marshland and forests.

The current list of properties provided by the Parks Department that are at risk include: Chippewa Park; Red
Arrow Park; Cathedral Square Park; Zeidler Union Square; Mitchell Boulevard Park; Mitchell Airport Park;
Milwaukee Rotary Centennial Arboretum; Grobschmidt Park; Franklin Park; Oakwood Park; Whitnall Park;
Sheridan Park; Brown Deer Park; Greene Park; Estabrook Park; Pere Marquette Park; Froemming Park; Lincoln
Park; Rawson Park; Melody View Preserve; Riverside Park; Bay View Park; Grant Park; Kohl Park; Lake Park;
Armour Park; Runway Dog Park; Servite Park Reserve; Wilson Recreation Center; Joseph-Lichter Park; Juneau
Park; St. Martins Park; Algonquin Park; Doctors Park; Hanson Park, A.C.; Southwood Glen; Baran Park; County
Grounds Park; Kletzsch Park; Falk Park; Rover West; Scout Lake Park; and Big Bay Park.
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